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Abstract

The red palm weevil (Rhynchophorus ferrugenieus) is classified in the family Curculionidae. It is a pest of the
palm family. The larva is popularly used as food because it has a lot of nutrients. However, some areas have limitations
for rearing the species from natural materials feed. This research involved rearing the red palm weevil larval stage by
using a substitute material. We investigated 6 different feed formulations in which the main ingredients of artificial feeds
were rice bran and swine concentrate feed supplemented with fresh and dried coconut husks. The research aimed to
evaluate the effectiveness of each feed formulation on the weight and number of larvae. The results showed that all
formulations could be applied for rearing and were able to harvest larvae at 45 days of age. Feed formulation
supplemented with fresh coconut husk showed the means of number and body weight better than feed formulation
supplemented with only dried coconut husk. The suitable proportion of the coconut husk may affect the physical
properties of the feed for egg laying and the development of larva. In addition, rice bran and swine concentrate feed
are the main essential ingredients, whereas the coconut husk has nutritional value, especially carbohydrates and
essential minerals that enhance the nutritional value of this animal. Therefore, in areas that show limitations of natural
materials in rearing, they can use fresh coconut husk in the ingredients. It is able to decrease production costs for red
palm weevil rearing. Also, this is another way to increase the value of agricultural waste materials.
Keywords: Red palm weevil, Growth, Rearing, Coconut husk
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